


   

 
Our process includes three steps: submit a proposal, panel review, pitch session. 
 
DEADLINES & IMPORTANT DATES: 

Deadline: March 14, 2008 
Notification date: May 16, 2008 
SILVERDOCS: June 16-22, 2008  
 
STEPS FOR SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL: 

1) Write your proposal according to the requirements below; 
2) Mail or email it to: 

 
ACE GRANT 

c/o SILVERDOCS: AFI/Discovery Channel Documentary Festival 
8633 Colesville Road 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
-or- 
acegrant@silverdocs.com 
 

 

 

PROJECT GUIDELINES: 

SILVERDOCS and ACE are requesting grant proposals for documentary projects with 
a minimum running time of 40 minutes. 
 
The project may be in any stage of development or in need of finishing funds. 

 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 

Submission Requirements 
The maximum six-page long proposal shall include the following: 
 
• Company & filmmaker bios and contact information 
• Project synopsis 
• Description of how the film will raise public awareness of animal issues  
• Development/Financing status 
• Technical specifications (shooting format, post production process, running 

time) 
• Budget (production budget and financing plan), Schedule (pre-production, 

production, and post-production schedule, including delivery date)  

• Optional: one still photo (digital files only, 300 dpi jpeg) 
 



   
 
FAQs: 

 
What are the review criteria? 
All proposals are evaluated based on: 

• The artistic strength, vision, and animal issue content of the proposed project; 
• The professional capabilities of the applicant(s); 
• The potential broadcast and distribution viability of the project 

 
What is the review process? 
These are the steps: 

• Proposal review 
o Each proposal is read and reviewed by a team of professionals from SILVERDOCS, 

ACE, and an outside evaluator. 
• Selection of semi-finalists 

o Approximately ten applicants will be advanced to a semi-final round. In this phase, 
telephone interviews will be conducted with the individual applicants and 
representatives from SILVERDOCS and ACE. 

• Selection of finalists 
o Five or six finalists will be selected to attend SILVERDOCS and pitch their proposals 

in a private forum. 
• A winner will be announced at a reception at SILVERDOCS on June 21, 2008. 

 
About the Humane Society of the United States  

The Humane Society of the United States is the nation's largest animal protection organization – 

backed by 10.5 million Americans, or one of every 30. For more than a half-century, The HSUS has 

been fighting for the protection of all animals through advocacy, education and hands-on programs. 

Celebrating animals and confronting cruelty -- On the web at humanesociety.org.  

 

About SILVERDOCS 

SILVERDOCS: AFI/Discovery Channel Documentary Festival brings the best new documentaries to 

Washington, DC, audiences, with eight days of programming, showcasing 100 films from over 40 

countries, plus special screenings and the 4-day International Documentary Conference.  Now in its 

sixth year, SILVERDOCS is the most talked about documentary festival in the United States. The 

Festival—which will take place June 16 – 23, 2008—serves as a launch pad for independent 

documentaries, and affords international filmmakers access to US audiences.  SILVERDOCS 

provides business and creative connections between filmmakers, broadcasters, distributors, and 

funders from both established and emerging media markets at the concurrent International 

Documentary Conference. The Festival takes place at the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center, a 

year-round cinema complex presenting first-run art house film, calendared screening series and 

themed festivals.  The 49,000 square-foot art deco complex houses three theaters—one historic, two 

new state-of-the-art stadium-style theaters—and a café; it is located in downtown Silver Spring, 

Maryland, just across the street from Discovery World Headquarters.   For more information, go to 

www.SILVERDOCS.com. 

 


